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Monsieur l'ambassadeur, mesdames et messieurs, 
amis de la France et des Pays-Bas, 
amis des sports, du cyclisme et du Tour de France, 
C'est un grand honneur d'être invité dans votre maison. J'espère, cependant, que 
vous me permettrez de continuer en anglais. 
 
Mr Ambassador, staff members of the Embassy, ladies and gentlemen, 
 
Within a hundred and two days something really extraordinary is going to happen. 
The great icon of French and sports culture, the Tour de France, will take off in our 
country, in my city. The city of Utrecht, right in the heart of the Netherlands. 
There's no need to explain our immense pride. The image of the peloton of the Tour 
passing under our one and only Dom Tower, keeps on haunting us. And in the city of 
Utrecht, calling itself green, healthy and clever (and rightly so), the Tour de France is 
causing a real surge of creativity already now. 
 
After a spectacular kick-off the day after tomorrow, a hundred days will follow, 
crammed with cultural, sports and scientific delights, emerging from a city that is 
keen to express the youthfulness and dynamism, showed by so many of its citizens, 
companies and institutions. During the period of a hundred days, we'll not only give 
the Tour de France a warm welcome, but everyone in the world. 
 
There was, ladies and gentlemen, a time that master builders came to our city, 
bringing with them from France the innovations of the Gothic style. 
There was a time that, in his search for recognition as a philosopher, René 
Descartes found a home in Utrecht. 
There was a time that a king from France flatteringly picked out Utrecht as his 
residence and started to build a palace. 
Only recently, in the beginning of this very year, many Utrecht citizens showed their 
solidarity after the terrible assaults in France. 
 
And now, these historical milestones will be succeeded by a new one, scarcely less 
impressive. Since we are on the threshold of a spectacular merging of the colours of 
Utrecht, those of the Tour de France and those of the great nation of France. 
Leading up in the first place to a profound feeling of pride about the prospect to 
seeing our city's name so prominently on the front of your Embassy. 
But we hope and trust that the ultimate result will be a massive surge of people 
wanting to be witness of the Grand Départ, as well as a thorough and lasting 
strengthening of the bonds between France and the Netherlands, the City of Utrecht, 
of course, firmly included. 
 
The Special French-Dutch Economic Year that the Prime Ministers of our countries 
proclaimed in January, strengthens my belief in a future in which our mutual bonds 
will be cherished lastingly. 


