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I would now like to require a little bit more of your attention, as our celebration 
will also be the opportunity to honor three second world war veterans. 
 
As soon as in May 1940, the Princess Irène Brigade was established by Dutch 
volunteers who were attached to freedom and were not ready to accept defeat. 
This Brigade started defending the territory of the United Kingdom, while 
preparing for the liberation of the continent. 
 
On the 6th of August 1944, the Brigade left for Normandie, went up the Seine 
River and was the first unit to enter in the city of Pont-Audemer, on the 26th of 
August 1944. Then it took part in the liberation of Belgium and the Netherland 
and completed its mission in reaching The Hague, on the 9th of May 1945. 
 
The Princess Irène Brigade contributed to the victory against Nazism. The 
commemoration of the 70th anniversary of the débarquement de Normandie, in 
June 2014, was the occasion chosen by the French President to honor these 
volunteers who were ready to risk their lives in order to defend our values. 
 
It is my honor today to make them chevalier dans l’ordre de la Légion 
d’honneur. 
 
Mr Burton Sanders, 
 
You were studying in the United States in 1943 when you decided to go back to 
Europe in order to fight against the Nazis. You joined the Brigade in August 
1943 as a transmitter and started defending the British coasts. In August 1944, 
you were among the soldiers to disembark in Graye-sur-Mer in Normandy and 
to take part of the liberation of my country. 
 



For this reason and for the courage you have shown in the fight for the liberation 
of France, France expresses its deepest gratitude to you by welcoming you in its 
highest national order. 
 
Mr Herman van den Bergh, 
 
You were also a transmitter in the 3rd combatting unit of the Princess Irène 
Brigade. You fought in Normandy, in Belgium and in Saint Joris Winge, where 
you escaped death when your vehicle was struck by a German tank. 
 
For this reason and for the courage you have shown in the fight for the liberation 
of France, France expresses its deepest gratitude to you by welcoming you in its 
highest national order. 
 
Mr Max Wolff, 
 
You joined the allied forces in France in 1944, after being for four years 
undercover. Then you asked to be transferred to England, where you joined 
Princess Irène Brigade. Detached in the 627th Royal Artillery battalion, you took 
part in the liberation of the South of the Netherland, as well in the battle in the 
Ardennes and contributed to the preparation of the Operation Veritable around 
Nijmegen. 
 
For this reason and for the courage you have shown in the fight for the liberation 
of France, France expresses its deepest gratitude to you by welcoming you in its 
highest national order. 
 
 


