
 
 
 

Remise des insignes de  
Chevalier dans l’Ordre du Mérite Agricole 
à Henny Swinkels, directeur des affaires générales de 
VanDrie Group 
(Résidence de France, 18 septembre 2015) 

 
 
Dear Henny SWINKELS 

 
It is a great honor for me tonight to 
welcome you in the French Residence with 
your family. I know that this is for you 
particularly important to be with your 
family, because family is an essential 
element of your life. At last for two reasons. 
First, you are the oldest of a family of 10 
children. Second, you are also part of a 
larger family, which includes the VanDrie 
group. And in fact, VanDrie is a family 
group which became not only the world 
market leader in veal, but also a company 
built on the best family traditions.  
So it’s a real honor and pleasure to have  a 
representative of René Jan Van Drie the 
founder of the VanDrie group with us 
tonight. I would also like to welcome your 
son, all your friends, Marteen Camps, 

Secretary general of the Ministry of 
economic affairs, the Mayor of  Boxmeer, 
the city where you leave, Mr Hoogeven, the 
Director general in charge of agriculture at 
the Ministry of economic affairs. 

 
 Henny Swinkels :  

What strikes about your career and your 
performance and the many functions that 
you have on your shoulders is the vision;  
This is the testimony made by some of your 
close friends who consider that with your 
charismatic way of management, you 
brought also a strategic vision in the 
agricultural sector, key of your success and 
of the success of the company you work for. 
 
Your personal commitment, for nearly 20 
years, your leading role and participation to 
a lot of organizations at national and 
international level contribute to a successful 
evolution of the whole veal sector. Bringing 
innovation in the industrial and working 
processes, the group to which you belong is,  
with more than 25 companies, the largest 
integrated veal producer in the world and 



 
 
 

thereby the global market leader in veal and 
the largest producer of calf milk.  

The Dutch-owned VanDrie Group is 
actually a nice success story, exporting all 
around the world to more than 60 
countries, satisfying approximately 28% of 
European demand for veal. You have 
contributed to this achievement. 

 Henny Swinkels : you are also a friend 
of my country.  

I was even told that you have a “passion” 
for France and among your readings, it 
seems that one of your preferred literature is 
Asterix and Obelix. I wander whether the 
success of VanDrie can be explained by 
some special potion of yours that is 
stimulating the dynamism and 
entrepreneurship of your company. Maybe 
it is time after tonight to contemplate 
sharing a little bit of this recipe with your 
friends from France. 
 
But in fact, to a certain extent, that is 
already happening. The VanDrie group is 

number 1 in the veal market in France with 
more than a thousand people working in the 
4 French subsidiaries of the group : 
Sobeval, Schils France, Vals France and 
Tendriade. All acquisitions which represent 
a huge investment and contribute efficiently 
to exports and to the valorization of the 
quality of French meat, in the Netherland as 
well as around the world. You have been 
very active in this last acquisition which is 
bringing very valuable employments to 
Britany. We are grateful for that. 
 
When we met in Appeldoorn last may, you 
explained to me how important is for you 
the level of quality of the products, the 
confidence and the trust of the consumers, 
transparency and dialogue with all parties 
involved, farmers, transformers, 
distributors. After all, the level of 
expectation of customers is continuously 
rising both in volume, in quality and in 
diversity. 
 
Although there are differences from a 
market to the other, the crisis we have faced 



 
 
 

over the last few months in agriculture, 
mainly with dairy farmers, beef, veal and 
pork producers, is pointing out at a very 
important issue. Apart from a problem of 
price, of level of production and of 
subsidies, the question that Europe should 
answer relates to the agricultural model we 
want and how citizens and consumers are 
prepared to adapt to it. It’s a big challenge 
for all of us, but it is very crucial for the 
future of our agriculture if we want it to be 
sustainable in the long run. 
 
That’s why dear Henny Swinkels , a 
manager like you, so much involved in 
European federations,  trade unions,  round 
tables has a key role to play. For all the 
stakeholders, but also for our two countries, 
France and the Netherland.  
 
It is finally the right moment to stress the 
personal support that you have always 
extended to the French Embassy for all 
these years. It is very precious. 
 

Altogether, my government had no other 
choice than to pay tribute to what you are 
and what you do for our agriculture, our 
two countries and their friendship. 
 
Au nom du Ministre de l’Agriculture et de 
la Pêche, nous vous faisons chevalier de 
l’ordre du Mérite agricole.  

 

  
 


