
 

Dear Madam, Sir,… 

 

It is my great pleasure to welcome you here at the French residence in The Hague in order to present 
our programmes for academic and scientific bilateral cooperation from the Netherlands to France. 
 
This must be the first time that we set up such an event bringing together several beneficiaries of 
these various programmes. The main reason for it is that the success of these programmes relies on 
you. 

 
Each year more than a hundred of scientists and students participate to and benefit from these 
bilateral exchanges; whether students through scholarships, whether researchers through exchange 
programs and different prices, it is essential to listen to your feedback. 
 
Today, you will hear the personal experience of some of you. The “Young Talents” will open the 
session. They will be followed by former fellows of the Bourses d’Excellence Descartes, and by 
researchers participating in the programme Hubert Curien - van Gogh. Finally the reward for 
scientific excellence between our two countries: the Descartes Huygens Prize will be presented by 
the laureate Harry HEIJNEN. 
 
I especially want to mention the initiative of the “young talents”. This initiative is  strongly integrated 
into the dynamic of the ERASMUS-Descartes conference which aims at bringing annually 
stakeholders to debate a “hot” topic. Last year the topic was the ecological transition and green 
growth. Gathering the Young Talents creates the opportunity for graduates and young professionals 
of our countries to work together and it allows them to contribute to the debate of ideas. 
 
Beyond the "Young Talents", all the bilateral programs play an important role in building 
relationships between our two countries, they contribute to strengthen our bounds and also they 
strongly help consolidating a Dutch-French vision of Europe. 
 
At a time when competition for European research funding is becoming more difficult, it is important 
to create bilateral cores of excellence based on mutual trust. I am convinced that all these bilateral 
cooperation programmes help building sustainable links between the scientific and academic 
communities of France and of the Netherlands. It is essential that our countries are convinced of the 
importance of continuing to support, in an equally balanced way, these bilateral programmes. 
  
My last words will be to thank our partners of the EP-NUFFIC with whom my services have co-



organized this seminar. 
 

And now my pleasure is to give the floor to Mr. Hooghiemstra, director at the EP-NUFFIC. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for your attention and I wish you a good afternoon. 


