
 

 

Réception en l’honneur des partenaires néerlandais de la douane, de la 
police et de la justice (13 décembre 2016, Résidence du Royaume-Uni) 

Discours prononcé par Philippe Lalliot 

 
 
Messieurs les Ambassadeurs, Cher Geoffrey, Cher Dirk, 
Mesdames et Messieurs, Chers amis, 
 
I am very happy to participate in this reception, co-organized by our Customs 
Attachés, a party which is about to become an end-of-year tradition.  
 
First of all, I wish to thank you, dear Geoffrey, for hosting this event in your splendid 
Residence. I would also like to accept already with great pleasure Dirk’s invitation for 
next year at his Residence which is a different kind of beauty but not less gorgeous.  
 
As already mentioned by Geoffrey and Dirk, we wanted to pay tribute tonight to the 
work done together with our Dutch partners throughout the year and to their 
commitment to strengthening the cooperation between our four countries in the fight 
against organized crime and terrorism. 
 
You perhaps remember that the first event took place last year in painful 
circumstances with November Paris attacks in our minds. We believed then - and still 
believe - that it was of utmost importance to show a united front when facing such 
tragedy. Unfortunately we have suffered this year other horrible attacks, among too 
many in Germany, in Belgium, in the USA and in Nice on our National day. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
We live in time of great uncertainty and the threats are more complex and global than 
ever. They come from outside but also from within our own countries. 
 
These are also demanding times for our democracies which are challenged in their 
very foundations, in their most essential values and principles. I don’t want to sound 
too emphatic, but what is at stake is not only our freedom but the freedom of the 
generations that will come after us. 
 
These are also times that require difficult decisions, determination, leadership, and 
unity. It is only together that we can fight terrorism and all types of trafficking likely 
to contribute to its funding. That is the reason why our cooperation is so important.  



 
I believe we tend to take for granted what took us decades to achieve in Europe. But 
standing up for our core values will always be our priority, what ever the difficulties. I 
am so extremely thankful to Dutch, British, German and French Police, Justice and 
Customs services for being so committed in the cooperation against terrorism.  
 
My dear friends, 
 
On a more personal note, let me take this opportunity tonight to say goodbye to my 
Customs Attaché, Nicolas Le Gall, who will leave us soon and take up his new duties 
in February in Nouméa (New-Caledonia) and to thank him for the great work he has 
done in the Netherlands. His successor will be appointed in the beginning of 2017. 
 
To conclude, let me wish you all and your families a happy holiday season and a 
wonderful New Year./. 
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